
Dear Friends,
On Saturday, June 22, over 2,230 families and friends gathered in Rosemont to celebrate “Life at 
Misericordia.”  Th e 53rd Annual Misericordia Family Organization Benefi t was a 
magnifi cent, joyful evening which just emphasized for me the mystery of Misericordia.

As I have said many times, Misericordia is needed in our society because suff ering is 
a reality.  If God had knocked on the doors of our families and asked if they would 
accept this lifetime demanding role of caring for one of God’s most vulnerable 
persons, I believe most would politely decline.  But they were not asked!  And for 
some, it was the fi rst time in their lives they felt completely out of control.

If you had witnessed the spirit of love, generosity, and joy of that evening, you could 
be asking “why?”  For nonbelievers it is impossible to imagine what this group of 
apparently ordinary people has to celebrate.

What nonbelievers don’t understand is the power of the presence of our children and 
adults, all developmentally disabled and some physically challenged as well.  Because 
most of them come from homes that love and treasure them and they continue to 
have this same loving environment at Misericordia, they are happy persons who teach us many lessons of how to live life on God’s 
terms.  Th ey teach us this life at its longest is just a brief moment in time and the best is yet to come – when God welcomes them 
into Eternal Life. At Misericordia we hold strongly while this life is theirs, it must be fi lled with compassionate love, respect, and 
purpose – even though for many who don’t believe, their purpose is wrapped in a mystery beyond their understanding.

Our very special and precious children and adults call their families forth to be more loving and compassionate than they would 
ever have been if they had not said “yes” to this demanding role. Th ey teach their families not to look for answers because none are 
to be had. But what the families discover in so many surprising ways, unexpected answering people become part of their lives and 
they are truly the incarnation of God’s love for them in our world today. Th us, families understand what unconditional love truly 
is and know it’s the same love God showers so generously upon each of us.  A deeper and more meaningful life is theirs because of 
their generous response to a happening in life they would have avoided if they were asked.  God does work in mysterious ways!

At this event, we announced publicly the beginning of the second capital development campaign we have had in the history of 
Misericordia.  It is the Quinlan Terrace Campaign named aft er two of our most generous friends and donors, Marie and George 
Quinlan.  Marie was a member of the Misericordia Women’s Board and in her will left  Misericordia 8.7 million dollars for our 
aging population.  Please remember Marie and George Quinlan in your prayers.

For several years we have been concerned about our aging population.  We began Misericordia North in 1976 with 39 active, 
healthy children with Down syndrome.  Today we have 600 children and adults, many who require intensive medical and nursing 
care, and are totally dependent. We have 16 residents in their 60s, 68 in their 50s and in 2020 we project to have 200 in their 50s.  
Th is aging population is a new phenomenon!  Historically persons with disabilities were treated poorly by our society.  Th is 
negative attitude prevailed throughout our society and thus, there were few programs available to them.  It was not until the mid-
seventies that a law was passed which demanded our educational systems provide a free and appropriate education for all children 
no matter how disabled they may be.  Th en, other professionals became interested in their care.

Since Misericordia is one of the few agencies having a full continuum of care from a skilled nursing home to nine houses in the 
neighborhoods, we have, for years, been concerned about this segment of our population. Now, with the generous gift  of Marie 
and George Quinlan, we are motivated, once again, to step up to meet this unmet need in human services and to reach out to make 
certain that many more individuals living at Misericordia will enjoy the end of life care they will desperately need.

In our future correspondence you will receive more information about this 2013 campaign.  As most of you are aware, we can’t 
depend on Government support because of the many challenges which they now face.  But we have confi dence God will continue 
to touch the hearts of you, our families and friends.  You have never failed us.  Why would you now!?  Enjoy the summer and thank 
you for believing in us. God bless you and yours.
             Lovingly,

        Sister Rosemary Connelly, RSM, Executive Director


