
FALL 2023

Soaking in Sunshine at Misericordia's 
41st Annual Family Fest
A sublime and sunny day told the story of Family Fest 2023, 
as thousands of friends and family gathered to celebrate the 
Misericordia Community. This annual occasion — full of fun, 
music and food — is also a very important and successful 
fundraising event thanks to the careful planning and hard work 
of countless donors, volunteers and staff.
   Thank you to S&C Electric Company who provided parking 
for the day. We also thank Andy Francis of Evergreen KIA for 
the car raffle donation of a 2023 KIA Sportage LX AWD — and 
the Greco family for leading the Pauline Greco Fest Cash 
Raffle. Thanks also to John Tortorello and his grounds crew  
for the set-up and clean-up of such a big day on our  
expanding campus.
   We are very grateful to our corporate donors  
for their ongoing support of programs that 
benefit the residents of Misericordia. And we are 
thankful to Sister Rosemary, Father Jack Clair, 
Lois Gates and the Misericordia administration 
for their tireless leadership. Family Fest could  
not take place without the support of so many 
dedicated individuals. Together we help to  
ensure a safe, happy and productive future for 
our beloved residents. 

Andy Francis of Evergreen KIA 
www.evergreenkia.com The Greco Family
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From the Desk of  
Father Jack Clair

A Message From the  
Misericordia Foundation

A tour of our campus offers an up-close look at the loving  
environment and excellent programs available to our  
residents. Thank you for visiting, please come back soon!

We are so grateful to Villa Park - 46th District IL State Rep. Diane Blair-Sherlock  
(pictured third from left) ) for taking time from her busy schedule to tour 
Misericordia and see our programs. 

A big thank you to IL State Rep. Brad Stephens for presenting Sr. Rosemary  
Connelly with a proclamation in honor of her receiving the Laetare Medal  
from the University of Notre Dame.  

Dear Friend and Supporter, 

Where does the time go? I am going on two years 
in my new role and I am still amazed each and 
every day. Misericordia is an extraordinary place. 
Not that we don’t have our challenges. Our  
plusses can also be those challenges.
   I just returned from a lobbying trip to Springfield. Our legislators are so 
respectful of our work and ministry. It is humbling. Thanks to our volunteer 
lobbyists, John Nicolay and Margaret Houlihan. They freely watch out for 
Misericordia’s best interest every day. The good reputation also puts pres-
sure on us to maintain our quality even in staff shortages. I am so grateful 
for all of the hard-working staff who make Misericordia a wonderful Home 
for our residents.
   The good reputation also challenges us as many want to come to Miseri-
cordia with their child. We cannot possibly meet everyone’s needs. The 
lists are so long for almost every area. My hope is that many of the folks 
who have filled out applications are also doing this at other facilities. We 
do not want to give false hope that everyone will get in. We would have to 
double our size to meet the current requests. That just cannot happen in 
the current employment situation.
   The good reputation also demands financial resources. Our deepest 
thanks go out to you our donors. Without you we could not have this repu-
tation. Your generosity makes the lives of our residents so beautiful. The 
many residents who come from poverty settings receive all of the same 
things as those with families who can support them. My sister used to say –  

“This is a bit of Heaven.” She was right. Our folks live wonderful lives. For 
that we thank you!
   I would be remiss if I did not reach out to all of you asking for prayers – 
for Misericordia, for our community at large, and for Ukraine and the Middle 
East. These are very tough times. Together let us make our prayer for a 
better world!

God Bless you,

Dear Family and Friends,

It seems that here in Chicago we truly live all 
year for the three brief months of summer and 
then, in a snap, it is gone. This summer was 
no exception, only more so as we moved from one event to the next. We 
began with the Bums Golf Outing in June. In July the Siblings Organiza-
tion’s 2023 Artist in All event was once again held at the Art Institute of 
Chicago. In early August we were back on the links at the Heart Links Golf 
Outing followed by our Misericordia Family Association (MFA) Benefit where 
all our families came together to celebrate everything Misericordia. It was a 
spectacular evening and, like the others, brought in much-needed funds for 
our children and adults. The summer ended with the 2023 Family Festival. 
God rewarded us with a beautiful day to make up for the monsoon we ex-
perienced last year. The Women’s Golf Outing completed the run of events 
on September 18 on a crisp and sunny day, making it the perfect way to say 
goodbye to summer and hello to fall.
   We remain busy with no sign of stopping in fall. Our Chicago Marathon 
Heartracers have led the way, and, after a year’s worth of planning, the 
Misericordia Women’s Board brought to life the perfect and much-antici-
pated Heart of Mercy Ball. It was truly a night to be remembered. Now the 
Holiday Season is upon us. We will welcome thousands into our “home” to 
celebrate with family and friends. We invite everyone to visit for Holiday 
cheer and shopping at one of our Boutiques on campus and at the  
SweetShoppe in Glenview.
   We want to thank all the chairmen and women and their committees and 
all the volunteers who made our summer and fall events so special and so 
successful!  You are truly a gift.
   Please keep Misericordia in your prayers. Please ask God to send us car-
ing, compassionate and competent staff so we can reach out to families on 
our waiting list. The 16 homes of Sister Rosemary Park are going up quickly, 
but we will need to hire additional staff once construction is complete before 
residents can move in. If you know of any good candidates, please send 
them our way.

In loving gratitude,                                     Blessings,



Every gift  we receive  on Giving Tuesday -  November 28, 2023, will make a 
positive difference in the lives of Misericordia residents. Your generosity helps to 
fulfill our mission to provide a "life worth living" to our most vulnerable popula-
tion, THANK YOU!

Please help us reach our 
Challenge Grant Goal!  

We have an anonymous, end-of-the-
year Challenge Grant. A very kind 
and generous couple has challenged 
Misericordia’s friends and supporters.
Every gift we receive by the end of this 
year will be matched dollar for dollar up 
to a specified amount. By sending your 
gift today, you can double its value!
Please spread the word to family  
and friends who would like to support 
Misericordia. 

Begin this season of giving with a 
gift to Misericordia Heart of Mercy.

Our friends from Eli's Cheesecake Co. 
came to meet the residents of Misericor-
dia, take a tour of our campus, and have 
lunch at the Greenhouse Inn Restaurant!

It was great to see 40th Ward 
Chicago Alderperson Andre Vasquez 
and his family lending their support 
and having fun at Misericordia’s 
Family Fest! 

Congratulations to our friends at The Walsh Group who were the winners of 
the 3 on 3 BISNOW Basketball Tournament of Champions - winning $39,500 
for their favorite charity, Misericordia!

Misericordia's Community Day Services is excited to have the Coffee 
Packaging program, located at 6130 N. Ravenswood Ave., up and 
running again. Laura Schultz, DT Instructor (far left) and Chuck Carper, 
Supervisor, MisWorks, (second from right) are pictured above with 
residents currently employed in the program.

C H A L L E N G E  G R A N T

MISERICORDIA HEART OF MERCY

  
November 28, 
2023

You may be able 
to double or triple 
your impact with a 
gift to Misericordia!  
Visit misericordia.
com/ donate/
matching-gifts/  
or contact your  
company’s HR 
Department.

Matching Gifts

For information, contact  
Martha Floberg, Development Officer:  

marthaf@misericordia.com | 773-273-4125

Look for our products at 
table sales for holiday 
events and in Hearts & 
Flour Gift Boxes.

Federal employees  
nationwide can pledge  
donations to Misericordia.
Our CFC code is 43851



Thank Yo  Fest Spo so s

$25,000 + Grand Sponsors
Anonymous

Bruno’s Lounge
Chris and Cathy Cassin

Chicagoland Truck Rental
Clifford Law Offices

Susan & Gary Garrabrant
The Hartemayer Family

Illinois Wireless Association
Jerry Kane Family

The Lock Up Self Storage/ 
Connie & Bob Soudan

The Loeffel  Family  
Epilepsy Foundation
The Niciforo Family

John and Cathy Peterman
In Honor of Jennifer Pryor
Fred B. Snite Foundation

The Walsh Group
Bob Wetoska

$10,000 + Sponsors
Air Duct Cleaners

Fred B. Barbara Investments
Beam Legal Team LLC

Bernadette and Joe Boyle
Philip H. Corboy  

Foundation ($15,000)
Core Mechanical  ($15,000)

Ivo & Denise Cozzini
Flood Brothers
Edward J Flynn

Thomas J. Higgins Company
MAT Leasing – In Memory  

of Tom Byrne ($15,000)
With Love from Christy  

McNerney’s Family
MFA

The Mortensen Family
Katy Parson’s Family

Remy Family Foundation

Kathryn Rezek DDS
Ken & Debra Soudan  ($20,000)

Joyce & Willy Veldman
$5,000 + Sponsors

Silverio & Teresita Agujar
American Foods Group 

The Arundel Family
Rob and Courtney Basile

The Bauman/Gianni Family
The Berman Family
The Boehm Family

C&C Power Inc.
The Cabin Family

The Calabrese Family
Amy & Paul Carbone

Maryclaire Collins - In Honor of 
Delia Collins
Susan Ditzler

The Early Family
Virginia L. Eck

Mr. & Mrs. Donald Geller
The Giampoli Family Foundation

The Grano/Semla Families 
Dr. David Hegg

Home Run Inn Pizza ($7,400)
Kronos/Grecian Delight
Lakeshore Beverage

The Family of David Marshall
Miniat Inc.

The Andrew Myers Family
Family of John H. & Margaret  

M. Pittroff
Richards Building Supply

Samatas Premium
Steve & Gail Schmidt
Shoreline Sightseeing

Teamsters Joint Council # 25
Paula & Scott Tomasik ($7,500)

Chester & Heidi Trocha
US Foods ($7,500)

Our Art Department welcomed Chicago White Sox  
Pitcher Dylan Cease to share his talents with them 
for the day along with autographs, photos and hats. 
Thanks Dylan!

Thanks to YPO-Chicago Chapter (Young Presidents  
Organization) for volunteering with our residents in 
our Art Department, Hearts & Flour Bakery and our 
Greco Gardens horticultural program, ending their 
day with lunch in our Greenhouse Inn Restaurant.

Many thanks to our  friends at  Hines, who  
 volunteered alongside our residents in our Art 
Department, recycling, gardens and Misericordia's 
Hearts & Flour Bakery. It was a pleasure to have  
you here.

Campus visitors make our day!

For a complete list of our generous sponsors,  
please visit our website at www.misericordia.com



Age no barrier to our senior athletes

The Misericordia Family Association 
presided over a joyful night reconnect-
ing with our community, meeting in 
person for the first time since 2019.

The MFA Benefit on August 27 was 
hugely successful, thanks to the com-
bined efforts of so many: Thank you to 
Benefit co-chairs Deb Brashears and 
Sue Ziesemer, to our great friend and 
emcee Lou Manfredini, MFA chair-
couple Pam and Jim Capraro, to MFA 

fundraising chair Holly Jennings, the 
Ad Book Committee, and to all the 
hard-working MFA members who 
made the night a smashing success. 

The generous donation of a 2023 
Hyundai Tuscan SEL by Bret Matthews 
and Jim Spellman of Happy Hyundai 
made our car raffle possible.

Without our faithful sponsors, this 
event could not take place. We acknowl-
edge the generosity of Presenting Spon-

sors Janis and Steven Hersh Family 
and Friends and all other sponsors with 
grateful hearts. 

Thank you to the leadership of 
Sister Rosemary Connelly, Father Jack 
Clair, Lois Gates, Kevin Connelly, 
MFA Liaison Mary Pat O’Brien and 
Julie O'Sullivan, for their guidance in 
producing this truly special event.

Together Again — Celebrating the 63rd Annual MFA Benefit

Thank You to the Presenting, Silver, and all 
Misericordia Family Association Benefit Sponsors

Mis athletes 45 years and over can now compete in Special Olympics Golden 
Games! Our senior athletes participated to their fullest in several events: bowling, 
archery, track, power lifting, boccia, basketball and soccer. Great job team!



 

Misericordia Siblings Association

THE ARTIST IN ALL
July 19, 2023 

Art Institute of Chicago Modern Wing

Congratulations to the Siblings 
Association and the artists of 
Misericordia for 26 years of 
Empowerment through Art. 
The pictures speak for them-
selves from our most resident-
centered event.

THE ARTIST IN ALL will return to the Art Institute of Chicago on May 21, 2024!

Our deep gratitude goes to  
Elite Sponsor:  

THE FAMILY OF TRICIA 
McGEE


Presenting Sponsors: 
MARYANNE MARYMONT

THE VILLERS FAMILY

M A R AT H O N W I N N E R S

Thinking about joining the 2024 Chicago  
Marathon Misericordia Heartracers? 

Contact Martha Floberg,  
Development Officer at 773-273-4125 

or marthaf@ misericordia.com.

Event Chair 
Caitlin Deptula

Sibs President 
Megan Biggam

Misericordia Art Instructors

The 2023 AIA 
Team

Artist in All Major 
Sponsors with  

Margaret Babjak,  
Lois Gates and 

Anne Mills

Our congratulations and deep appreciation 
go to all of our runners who gathered to 
represent Misericordia at the 2023 Bank of 
America Chicago Marathon!

Months of training, miles and miles of run- 
ning, and a great charity to support all added 
 up to a fantastic day for Misericordia's 
Heartracers on October 8.

Seventy-five runners raised over $172,000 
for our children and adults at Misericor-
dia. We are so proud and grateful to all 
involved for this huge effort, Thank you!



 

In Memoriam

The Misericordia Heart Links 
Committee hosted their invita-
tional at beautiful Shoreacres Golf 
Club in Lake Bluff on August 7. 
We thank our dedicated sponsors 
and all who attended for raising 
significant funds for Misericordia’s 
expansion plans and programs. We 
sincerely thank our grand sponsor, 

R.J. O’Brien & Associates. We 
also give special thanks to event 
chairs Hugh and Carrie Connolly, 
Greg and Linda Fahrenbach, Dave 
and Sue Moore, Jeff and Cari 
Mory, and Rick and Janice Price. 
Because of your generosity we are 
one step closer to our goals! 

Pictured above: Bob Huffman, Kevin Connelly, Linda and Greg Fahrenbach, Carrie and Hugh  
Connelly, Janet and Rick Price, not pictured Jeff Mory, and Dave Moore.

FRIDAY,  
FEBRUARY 9, 
2024

                                                                              View the Chicago Auto 
                                                                              Show's exclusive preview 
night before the public opening while supporting Misericordia! Your ticket  
will gain entrance to the Misericordia reception and Auto Show Gala.

MISERICORDIA WOMEN’S AUXILIARY

For corporate package information, please contact Vanja St. Clair 
vstclair@misericordia.com 

To purchase tickets, visit www.misericordiawomensauxiliary.org

Thank you for your support! (From left) Auxiliary President, Mary Doug Brown 
and event co-chairs,  Jennifer Fritzche, Christine Moran and Megan Banas.

Jennie A. Abbatiello; Rosalia Ahern; Leonard S. 
Annerino; Anamarie Arndt; Rita Boehm; Robert 

E. Brault; Elizabeth J. Brown; Barbara Jean 
Bruckner; Linda L. Buettner; William F. Calkins; 

Joan T. Carey; Barbara A. Cavanagh; Myra 
Cazolas; Cheryl Chambers; Stacie Choslovsky; 
Mary F. Clancy; Robert Collins; Mary Patricia 

Coon; Patrick Corcoran; Joretta Creighton; Alice 
Cull; Doris Dickinson; Jean Dwyer; Geraldine 

Fergus; Patricia R. Gillam; Carol Glueckert; Julia 
Marie Granato; John Higgins; Melvin Hilgen; 

Nick Honcharuk Jr.; Helen A. Johnson; Jo Anne 
Joyce; Jean Kane; Kathy Kane; Edward  

J. Karpiel; Henry J. Karpinski; Dorothy R. Kealey; 
Barbara A. Kerstowske; Richard Kloser; Keith  

L. Kosiek; John Landgraf; William Laurino; 
Harold J. Lund; Patricia A. Maher; Leo M. Marks; 

Michael J. May; Alice S. McCarthy; Sheila  
A. McCormick; Robert H McGee; Victor  

Montefalco; Robert W. Montgomery;  
Joan Morrissey; Ursula O’Hayer; Charles J. 

Pembleton; Eileen M. Perkins; Joan A. Peters; 
Robert Rademacher; Martin J. Ranstead;  

Thomas W. Reedy; Mary E. Rooney; Frances 
Santi; Carroll M. Scholle; LaVerne Seranko; 
Howard E. Smith; Frances Sojka; Joan E.  
Stephenson; Otto Teske; Eleanor D. Volke 

The practice of 
asking for donations to a  

favorite charity to  
commemorate the death of  

a loved one is very thoughtful.  
In the past few months, such  

requests have resulted in  
donations that benefit  

Misericordia. We thank  
those benefactors and their 
families, and respectfully 

ask that you remember them 
in your thoughts 

and prayers.

Heart Links Annual Invitational
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Have you remembered 
Misericordia in your estate plan?
Bequests and other planned gifts are an  
important source of funds to assure the 
continuation and growth of Misericordia. 
If you want to learn more about ways to 
include Misericordia in your estate plan, 
please call or email:

Bob Bourke at 773-273-4173  
robertb@misericordia.com 

 
You can also learn more by visiting  

the Planned Giving page at  
www.misericordia.com.

Planned Giving

Benefit concert for Misericordia rocks the Lakefront

2023 Women's Golf Outing

Guests at a benefit concert for Miseri-
cordia on August 31, at Theatre On the 
Lake were in for a treat when the band 
Tributosaurus became Tom Petty and the 
Heartbreakers and R.E.M. for the night! 
Many thanks to our generous Grand 

Sponsors and hosts John and Maggie 
Wrenn, Theater On the Lake, Sterling 
Bay, and Smoque BBQ as well as com-
mittee members and all 700 friends in 
attendance.
Pictured above: Our friends from Grand Sponsor 
Sterling Bay

It was a beautiful September day for the 
Women's Golf Outing as the 2023 Com-
mittee honored Lois Gates who has played 
such a huge role with her many years of 
service, advocacy and love to the resi-
dents of Misericordia!
Pictured above: The Women's Golf Committee Above: Lauren DeSimone, Nikki Mulcrone, Lois 

Gates, Sister Rosemary, Rose Martin, and Michelle 
Lynch

December 3, 10, 17 
Christmas Brunches

JMRC, Lois Gates Courtyard Inn &  
Hogan Room

February 9 | First Look for Charity 
www.misericordiawomensauxiliary.org/

February 24 | Heart of Gold
Misericordia Women's League
www.heartofgoldbenefit.org

April 26-27 | Candy Days
www.misericordia.com

MISERICORDIA WOMEN'S LEAGUE



B A K E R Y  A N D G I F T S

M I S E R I C O R D I A

MONDAY - FRIDAY: 6 AM - 4 PM 
SATURDAY: 7AM - 4 PM  

SUNDAY: 7AM - 2PM 

6130 N. Ravenswood in Chicago
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  Faithful Journey Item #CR-4   Silver Bells Item #CR-5   Wrapped in Snow Item #CR-6

Hear them ring!
Season’s Greetings to you and yours!

Unwrap the magic
of the season.

Happy Holidays!

Hail Mary,
full of grace,
we celebrate

Christ’s birth.
Merry Christmas!
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May the warmth of the season
bring you gifts of love and peace.

Sending you peace, love and joy
this holiday season.May your days be merry and

bright this Holiday Season!

Heartfelt Holiday Greetings!

  Holiday Roads Item #CQ-3

6300 N. Ridge Avenue, Chicago, IL 60660 | 773-973-6300 
www.misericordia.org

Providing a continuum of care and a network of services 
for people with intellectual and developmental disabilities.

Artwork for this card was created in 
Misericordia’s Art Program where  
our artists use paint, textiles and other 
media to experience the joy that self 
expression brings.

CR-1_A Peaceful Place.indd   1CR-1_A Peaceful Place.indd   1 9/11/23   2:30 PM9/11/23   2:30 PM

6300 N. Ridge Avenue, Chicago, IL 60660 | 773-973-6300 
www.misericordia.org

Providing a continuum of care and a network of services 
for people with intellectual and developmental disabilities.

Artwork for this card was created in 
Misericordia’s Art Program where our 

artists use paint, textiles and other 
media to experience the joy that self 

expression brings.

CR-2_Mary and Jesus.indd   1CR-2_Mary and Jesus.indd   1 9/11/23   2:33 PM9/11/23   2:33 PM

6300 N. Ridge Avenue, Chicago, IL 60660 | 773-973-6300 
www.misericordia.org

Providing a continuum of care and a network of services 
for people with intellectual and developmental disabilities.

Artwork for this card was created in 
Misericordia’s Art Program where  
our artists use paint, textiles and other 
media to experience the joy that self 
expression brings.

CR-3_Away in a Manger.indd   1CR-3_Away in a Manger.indd   1 9/11/23   2:34 PM9/11/23   2:34 PM

Wishing you Christmas Blessings
during this Holy Season.

A child is born
to be a blessing

of peace for us all.

A light will shine in the darkness,
bringing peace to all.

  A Peaceful Place Item #CR-1   Mary and Jesus Item #CR-2   Away in a Manger Item #CR-3

In their search for a king they  
found their Savior. Have a  

blessed Christmas!

  Three Kings Item #CL-5  Holy Night Item #CP-2

Glory to the
newborn King!
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PROVIDING A CONTINUUM OF CARE AND A NETWORK OF SERVICES 

FOR PEOPLE WITH INTELLECTUAL AND DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES.

Misericordia Heart of Mercy
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Artwork for this card was created 

in the Creative Expressions Program  

where our artists use paint, textiles

 and other media to experience 

the joy that self expression brings.
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Warm Wishes
to you and yours!

  Christmas Candles Item #CQ-4

Rejoice!  
The Savior is born.

  What Child is This  #CC-1




